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一个中间人群体
新加坡的华人并非都是新近到来的移民。早期商界精英中有相当一部分来自
马六甲，那里的华人家族已世代定居，形成了独特的文化。这些土生华人
（Peranakan），又称海峡华人或峇峇（Baba），是最早几批前往东南亚海洋
地区各港口定居的华南移民的后裔。数百年间，许多人与当地家庭通婚，他
们讲峇峇马来语，这是一种与马来语相近、夹杂大量福建话词汇的克里奥尔
语。1 陈笃生的母亲是土生华人，他本人就属于这一群体；许多随法夸尔
（Farquhar）从马六甲来到这个新殖民地的华人商人也是如此。

海峡华人在商业和法律秩序中处于特殊地位。他们生于英国殖民地，是英国
臣民。许多人把西式教育视为经济上进的途径，到20世纪时，大多数人接受
的是英文教育。他们通晓英语、马来语和华人世界，因而成为殖民当局与华
人居民之间不可或缺的中间人。2 在商业领域，他们担任欧洲商行的担保
人、经纪人和合伙人，担任律师和文员，后来又创办银行和保险公司。
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两个法律世界
海峡华人的地位，体现了殖民地新加坡两个法律世界的并存。一边是法院适
用的英国法，有合同、信托和公司。另一边是华人社群的习惯秩序，有会
馆、誓言、仲裁和声誉。海峡华人往来于两者之间。他们的家庭事务受第III
章所述经过修订的英国法管辖，该法在婚姻和继承问题上考虑了华人习俗。
他们的商业事务则既依靠正式合同，也依靠非正式的信任。

这种双重能力赋予他们商业优势，也预示了现代金融中心的一个特征。今天
新加坡的国际业务，依赖于既懂得国际法律和监管的正式规则、又了解亚洲
家族企业非正式期待的人。能够沟通这两个世界的律师、银行家和顾问，发
挥着海峡华人在19世纪所发挥的同样作用。本书J部分将探讨独立后语言和
法律教育如何塑造了这种桥梁作用。

注释

Wikipedia, “Peranakan Chinese”（2026年9月访问）：最早几批前往东南
亚海洋地区的华南移民的后裔所形成的族群，尤其起源于马六甲；他
们讲峇峇马来语，“related to the Malay language, which contains many
Hokkien words”。 ↩

Wikipedia, “Peranakan Chinese”（2026年9月访问）：到20世纪，“most
Peranakan were English or Dutch-educated”；他们“readily embraced
Western culture and education as a means to advance economically”，并成为
英国当局与华人居民之间的中间人。 ↩

Disclaimer

This article is provided for general information only. It is based on publicly available sources as at its
date of publication. These sources have not been independently verified against licences, regulatory
registers or the records of the entities concerned. It is not legal, tax, financial or investment advice.
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Nor is it a recommendation to invest in, transact with or use the services of any entity mentioned.
Law and regulation change frequently, so the content may be incomplete or outdated. To the fullest
extent permitted by law, Dr Alexander Ressos and the publisher of SingaporeIQ exclude all liability
for loss or damage arising from the use of or reliance on this article. Readers should obtain advice on
their specific circumstances before acting or refraining from action.

Names and trademarks of the entities discussed belong to their owners and are used for identification
only. Their mention implies no endorsement, affiliation or allegation of wrongdoing. All Singapore
law advice is provided by a duly licensed and regulated firm of Singapore advocates and solicitors
only  on  the  basis  of  an  express  written  letter  of  engagement.  Corrections  and  updates:
contact@ressos.com.

©  2026  Dr  Alexander  Ressos.  This  article  may  be  quoted  with  attribution  to  SingaporeIQ
(SingaporeIQ.com). Reproduction in full and any commercial use require prior written consent. The
Legal Terms at https://singaporeiq.com/legal-terms apply.
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