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新加坡华商于20世纪初创办了他们的第一批存款银行，首先是1903年创立的
广府帮广益银行（Kwong Yik Bank）。该行于1913年因内部人贷款而倒闭，
促成了1914年《公司（修正）条例》的出台。此后成立的银行按方言划分：
四海通银行（Sze Hai Tong）服务潮州社群，利华银行（Lee Wah）服务广府
人，华商银行（Chinese Commercial Bank）、和丰银行（Ho Hong Bank）和
华侨银行（Oversea-Chinese Bank）则服务从事橡胶、航运和贸易的福建商
人。在既无最后贷款人也无监管的货币发行局制度下，这些银行保有大量流
动储备。然而，大萧条、1931年9月英镑脱离金本位以及对陈嘉庚（Tan Kah
Kee）的巨额贷款，使其中两家福建帮银行陷入严重困境。社群给出的答案
是1932年在李光前（Lee Kong Chian）领导下合并为华侨银行有限公司
（Oversea-Chinese Banking Corporation），而日内瓦则以1934年的联邦《银
行法》应对同一场危机。华人银行是社群机构，其创办人以个人声望为其背
书。它们在内部人贷款、风险集中和货币错配方面的历史，至今仍为新加坡
的银行家、顾问和监管机构提供着实用的教训。
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Disclaimer

This article is provided for general information only. It is based on publicly available sources as at its
date of publication. These sources have not been independently verified against licences, regulatory
registers or the records of the entities concerned. It is not legal, tax, financial or investment advice.
Nor is it a recommendation to invest in, transact with or use the services of any entity mentioned.
Law and regulation change frequently, so the content may be incomplete or outdated. To the fullest
extent permitted by law, Dr Alexander Ressos and the publisher of SingaporeIQ exclude all liability
for loss or damage arising from the use of or reliance on this article. Readers should obtain advice on
their specific circumstances before acting or refraining from action.

Names and trademarks of the entities discussed belong to their owners and are used for identification
only. Their mention implies no endorsement, affiliation or allegation of wrongdoing. All Singapore
law advice is provided by a duly licensed and regulated firm of Singapore advocates and solicitors
only  on  the  basis  of  an  express  written  letter  of  engagement.  Corrections  and  updates:
contact@ressos.com.

©  2026  Dr  Alexander  Ressos.  This  article  may  be  quoted  with  attribution  to  SingaporeIQ
(SingaporeIQ.com). Reproduction in full and any commercial use require prior written consent. The
Legal Terms at https://singaporeiq.com/legal-terms apply.
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