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1. Ong Eng Chuan, “Money Lending: A Short History”, BiblioAsia, 20074F-4 H
FRBTHEH — 2R Ncompradore (%)% F1E = N buyer”) [
H[E] N ; “The banks lent money to Chinese merchants and traders through
the comprador”; SE/pATTAE AN P AR SN 5T ; Wikipedia,
“Comprador” (2026%E11H ¥/i[A]) : i%1A/&“a Portuguese word that means

buyer’s <

2. Ryoichi Hisasue, “Chinese Banking Business in Singapore”, 51571 “these
compradors mainly came from the Cantonese dialect group and preferred to
deal with other Cantonese”; HIT/ i Af84F T Hong Kong and Shanghai
Banking Corporationi#T I 70 THYSEIMHRNAL,  HAMAFARY R A “such as
the Teochew or Hokkien, found it difficult to access the services the bank
offered’s «

3. Ryoichi Hisasue, “Chinese Banking Business in Singapore”, Z51401: 4 5l
%5 7 >K“was met mainly by the compradors or brokers that collected local
products, such as tin or spices, for foreign trading firms”; ft{/]“could

arrange short-term loans with credit guaranteed by foreign trading firms’,
R

4. Wikipedia, “Edward Boustead” (2026%F11H /7[A]) : Tan Kim Seng £ FE &
152 % H“acted as a middleman”, Ff HEMAYEF A ; Wikipedia, “Tan Kim
Seng” (20264E11A VM) : 18054FE11H18HA T T/ <M ; 18404E Q1)
Kim Seng and Company; 18644F3H 14 H ZEtH; 1857 KB NTHIEE R
KB AOTINFER ;18574 1R 1300070 FH TR E — BE AT Bk
Ko e

5. Wikipedia, “Boustead Singapore” (20264F11H7/7[A]) : Chia Ann Siang T
1848LE MM A IZ/AF], TEARE TAE T 424F; Tan Kim Sengsg H: 52 5 1+

AR, <
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6.

10.

. Ryoichi Hisasue, “Chinese Banking Business in Singapore”, 515-2101: | %1

Wikipedia, “Tan Kim Tian” (20265115 5[7]) : 18324F4F H/NH;
18474E R ZHT N3 ; N A Paterson Simons, William PatersonZZHEftjH A
JELFRE; AEL P EBTAE; 18654E5 JLF Tan Beng Wan3E[A] ] /) Tan
Kim Tian and Son Steamship Company; 18824F 21, <

. Ryoichi Hisasue, “Chinese Banking Business in Singapore”, 81401, 5|FHW.

G. Huff, “Bookkeeping Barter, Money, Credit, and Singapore’s International
Rice Trade, 1870-1939”, Explorations in Economic History, vol. 26, 1989f|5, £
161-18901: A ZIKFEZ BIRGEHE RIS B2, “in which each book is
balanced almost evenly and actual settlement is only required twice a year”;
14-1501: AMEFR1T“viewed credit solely in terms of financial assets,
whereas the Chinese viewed credit as based on personal reputation”; %

A“considered the Western banking system inflexible’s <

. Ong Eng Chuan, “Money Lending: A Short History”, BiblioAsia, 20074F-4

H ' “the chettiars were the most prominent professional moneylenders”; ftfl
LRI ZE IR A RN ERA T (6K, FF DA AR E ; SEPRIEI Y 520
DT AREREGEEN; REIEMGEEIT AR ; Hisasue, “Chinese Banking
Business in Singapore”, 551571: N DAEARATTE AMER, <

Q2L
£

FR1T“established in 1903 by Wong Ah-Fook” N HJ IF[AM=; KiR&fE
H1“led to the merger of Singapore’s three Hokkien banks in 1932”, <

Ryoichi Hisasue, “Chinese Banking Business in Singapore”, 5516-2101: HFH
& N4R1T“played a similar role to the bank comprador but served a wider’%%
FEEl; 1E30: “In the late 1930s, the deposit share in Chinese banks in
Singapore and Malaya was less than 25% of the total’, <
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Disclaimer

This article is provided for general information only. It is based on publicly available sources as at its
date of publication. These sources have not been independently verified against licences, regulatory
registers or the records of the entities concerned. It is not legal, tax, financial or investment advice.
Nor is it a recommendation to invest in, transact with or use the services of any entity mentioned.
Law and regulation change frequently, so the content may be incomplete or outdated. To the fullest
extent permitted by law, Dr Alexander Ressos and the publisher of SingaporelQ exclude all liability
for loss or damage arising from the use of or reliance on this article. Readers should obtain advice on
their specific circumstances before acting or refraining from action.

Names and trademarks of the entities discussed belong to their owners and are used for identification
only. Their mention implies no endorsement, affiliation or allegation of wrongdoing. All Singapore
law advice is provided by a duly licensed and regulated firm of Singapore advocates and solicitors
only on the basis of an express written letter of engagement. Corrections and updates:
contact@ressos.com.

© 2026 Dr Alexander Ressos. This article may be quoted with attribution to SingaporelQ
(SingaporelQ.com). Reproduction in full and any commercial use require prior written consent. The
Legal Terms at https://singaporeiq.com/legal-terms apply.

Author contact: Dr Alexander Ressos, TEP - contact@ressos.com
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