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自19世纪20年代起，牙直利公司（Guthrie & Co.）、宝德公司（Boustead &
Co.）和贝恩迈尔公司（Behn, Meyer & Co.）等欧洲代理行（agency houses）
以合伙企业形式组织新加坡的贸易。它们代销货物收取佣金，收购土产，并
逐步承接银行、保险公司和航运公司的代理业务。1840年起，汇兑银行陆续
到来：先是加尔各答联合银行和丽如银行，继而是有利银行、1859年的渣打
银行，以及香港上海汇丰银行。汇丰自1865年起通过代理处经营，1877年开
设了自己的办事处。这些银行通过买入和托收以提单和保险单为担保的跟单
汇票，为亚洲与欧洲之间的贸易提供融资，同时管理银元与英镑之间的汇率
风险。这一工具后来发展为跟单信用证，自1933年起受国际商会规则的规
范。围绕这些商行和银行，形成了一个由保险公司、船坞公司和航运公司构
成的集群，从1864年的丹戎巴葛船坞公司到1890年的海峡轮船公司，使港口
成为商业服务中心。华人买办、经纪人和中间商把这些欧洲机构与亚洲商人
联系起来，而后者主要依靠自身的信贷网络。他们积累的经验，为下一章所
考察的华人银行的创立奠定了基础。
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Disclaimer

This article is provided for general information only. It is based on publicly available sources as at its
date of publication. These sources have not been independently verified against licences, regulatory
registers or the records of the entities concerned. It is not legal, tax, financial or investment advice.
Nor is it a recommendation to invest in, transact with or use the services of any entity mentioned.
Law and regulation change frequently, so the content may be incomplete or outdated. To the fullest
extent permitted by law, Dr Alexander Ressos and the publisher of SingaporeIQ exclude all liability
for loss or damage arising from the use of or reliance on this article. Readers should obtain advice on
their specific circumstances before acting or refraining from action.

Names and trademarks of the entities discussed belong to their owners and are used for identification
only. Their mention implies no endorsement, affiliation or allegation of wrongdoing. All Singapore
law advice is provided by a duly licensed and regulated firm of Singapore advocates and solicitors
only  on  the  basis  of  an  express  written  letter  of  engagement.  Corrections  and  updates:
contact@ressos.com.

©  2026  Dr  Alexander  Ressos.  This  article  may  be  quoted  with  attribution  to  SingaporeIQ
(SingaporeIQ.com). Reproduction in full and any commercial use require prior written consent. The
Legal Terms at https://singaporeiq.com/legal-terms apply.
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